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The student:
	1

Clearly Below Standard
	2

Approaching Standard
	3

Proficient - 

Meets Standard
	4

Exceeds Standard

	Focus:

Develops a central question of social, economic, environmental, political, historical or scientific significance.
	· The student did not develop a central question.
	· The central question is unclear or undefined.  The purpose of the investigation is vague.
	· The student develops a central question that clearly articulates a purpose for the investigation.
	· The student developed a unique, insightful question that clearly articulates a purpose for the investigation.

	Research:

Investigates a variety of primary and secondary resources and formulates a thesis.
	· The student did not consult multiple sources, or the student did not formulate a thesis.
	· Minimal effort in consulting sources, and/or the thesis may be vague or undeveloped.
	· The student consulted a variety of primary and secondary sources.  He or she has a well-developed thesis.
	· The student did a thorough and comprehensive job in conducting research.

	Writing:

The student will write a paper, building and developing an argument using logical thinking (reasoning) and data from research to support the conclusion.
	· The student did not write a research paper.
	· The research paper is elementary.  It does not articulate an argument, or the argument may not be supported with evidence from research.
	· The student has done a thorough job of writing a research paper.  The student’s argument is logical and supported by research.
	· The student did an exceptional job of writing a research paper that includes facts, observations, statistics and/or analogies to support the thesis.

	Learning:

Demonstrates that completing the project was a “learning stretch” for the student.
	· The student demonstrates little or no new learning acquired as a result of completing the project.


	· The student demonstrates a minimal amount of new learning acquired as a result of completing the project.
	· The student demonstrates that completing the project was personally challenging, and resulted in the acquisition of new skills.
	· The student demonstrates that he or she was thoroughly challenged by the project, and learned a variety of new skills.
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	Application:

The student applied the information he/she acquired about the topic to the development of a product or activity.
	· The student did not apply the knowledge he/she acquired by developing a product or activity.
	· The student made some attempts to apply the knowledge he/she acquired by developing a product or activity.
	· The student applied the knowledge he/she acquired by developing a product or activity that demonstrates learning.
	· The student applied the knowledge he/she acquired by developing a unique and interesting product or service that demonstrates advanced knowledge of the topic.

	Presentation:
Makes a competent, engaging oral presentation including appropriate visuals. 
	· The student’s presentation was not planned or rehearsed.
	· The student’s presentation was not well planned, word choice was not always interesting or appropriate to subject and audience, the student was difficult to hear, eye contact was limited to a few audience members, gestures may have been distracting.
	· The student’s presentation was planned and practiced, word choice was interesting and appropriate to subject and audience, the student could be heard, and appropriate eye contact and gestures were maintained.
	· The student’s presentation was carefully planned, practiced and engaging.  Word choice, eye contact and gestures enhanced the quality of the presentation.


