Ralph
· Ralph becomes an outcast
· Keeps forgetting things
· He symbolizes civilization/organized society/law/order
· Integrity
· Has commonsense
· Knows right from wrong
· At the end, he realizes that man is not a kind creature by nature
· Without the conch, Ralph is left to fend for himself
· Once it is stolen, its beacon of home and knowledge is no longer present to guide Ralph who must then be constantly reminded by Piggy about what is right

Jack
· Represents anarchy
· No integrity
· Savagery
· Perpetrator of all three deaths on the island
· Spends time [killing] rather than helping Ralph with doing things to help them get rescued
· Removes forces opposing him
· Kills Piggy to eliminate his moral influence on the group
· Doppleganger of Ralph



Piggy
· Symbolizes knowledge and morality
· Without him, Ralph may have lost sight of things and given in to the Beast
· Survivalist morally


The Conch
· Sign of power
· High hand of authority
· Used to call meetings
· Magical to the boys [littluns]
· When it is destroyed, authority is removed from the island

The Signal Fire
· Representation of commonsense and rescue from immorality
· Once it is stolen, its beacon of home and knowledge is no longer present to guide Ralph who must then be constantly reminded by Piggy about what is right

Piggy’s Specs
· Piggy’s specs, although not a clear symbol in the novel, their being first broken, then stolen by Jack, shows a slow and inescapable descent into anarchy and evil

The Lord of the Flies
· The Beast’s danger and power
· According to E. L. Epstein, “…’lord of the flies’ is a translation of the Hebrew Ba’alzevuv (Beelzebub in Greek). It has been suggested that it was a mistranslation of a mistranslated word…for the Devil…” in the story, the panic and decay that takes place is symbolized by this pig’s head. In its “talk” with Simon, it explains what the Beast really is.
· The beast is a potential fear [fear of people, monsters, ghosts, etc.]
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