
Entering the Blog-o-sphere
Using Blogs in the classroom.



What the heck is a Blog?
1. A blog is more than just a personal journal. 
2. It is more than just a list of random thoughts. 
3. It is more than you ranting about how much 
you dislike the lunchroom pizza. 

1. It is a way for you to organize information, 
provide analysis (commentary), and interact with 
others.
2. It is a way for you to engage with each other.
3. It might be about pizza. 
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ussmariner.com

U.S.S. Mariner is a site dedicated 
entirely to coverage and analysis of 
the Seattle Mariners. They provide in-
depth analysis of players, statistics, and 
opinions about the team and what it 
should be doing. 

This post discusses some of the 
stranger statistics that the team has 
logged since the start of the season. 



artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com
ArtsBeat is a blog run by The 
New York Times dedicated to 
covering what is happening in 
the art world. They discuss 
music, comics, paintings, 
poetry, and anything else that 
is artistic. 

This entry covers graphic 
novels, and links to lists of 
best-selling graphic novels. 



hootenannie.com
Hootenannie.com is a site run 
by a friend of mine. Hers is 
more of a journal, but she does 
a good job integrating images 
and links. 

And yes, she was front row at 
the CMA’s earlier this month. 



NYTimes blogs!
1. Go to the Googles. 

2. Search “New York Times Blogs”

3. Pick one! Skim through it. 

• Follow the hyperlinks to 
other stories to see the source 
information. 

4. Check out two more blogs, 
including one that you have 
exactly zero interest in. 



Some quick questions...
1. What do the blogs you read have in 
common? Give examples!

2. In what ways are they different?
   Give examples!

3. Did they provide links to additional 
information? Which ones?

4. Did they discuss the importance of 
that information? How?

5. Did they integrate images into the 
body text? Who took them?

The Stranger’s LineOut Blog

No one-word answers, please :)



The joys of Wordpress

Wordpress.com is a free blog site and it totally rocks. 



1. Click “Get A Free Blog”
2. Enter the relevant info. 
3. Write down your password somewhere safe. 



Making a Blog

1. Go to www.wordpress.org 
2. Sign up for a free blog. You’ll need an email address. 
3. Don’t use your full name. Your handle can be 
totally fictitious—perhaps “elfwarrior2010”

http://www.wordpress
http://www.wordpress


End of Part 1. 


