
Copyright Law 101
How to avoid being sued. 



The Basics.

The moment that something is 
created a copyright exists. 
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The moment that something is 
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I took this in Ballard. 
The moment my 
shutter clicked , I 
owned this image. 
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How can I use anything?
1. Get permission from the copyright holder. 
 

This image, and many others, comes to me from MTHS senior Alex Herbig. 

I received written permission from Brin @ 
mymessythrillinglife to use this image to 

“help educate the future of America.”



Important Note: 
I have permission to 

use those images. 
Not you. Unless you 

have received 
permission as well, 

you may not use them. 
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How can I use anything?
3. Make it yourself. 

I take the vast majority of the images for my own site. It just makes life easier. 

“But what if I don’t own a camera?”
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Copyleft Images
Copyleft images are free for you to use.

Images on Wikipedia 
(and all sister sites) 

are copyleft. 

All images created by 
the US Government 

are fair game.

1929
Images made prior to 

1929 are (generally) not 
subject to copyright.



WARNING!
Any idiot can upload to Wiki sites. They might not own 

the copyright to the images.



WARNING!
Any idiot can upload to Wiki sites. They might not own 

the copyright to the images.

You are ultimately responsible. 



To review:



1. Get written permission.
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1. Get written permission.
To review:

*Remember! You are responsible, and 
ignorance is not an excuse. 

2. Buy it.
3. Make it.
4. Use free images.



The End. 
ⓒ Mark Isakson 


